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PSALM xv. 4, 5, 6. 


Thou art my King, O God; command Delive- 
rances for Jacob. Through Thee will we puſh 
down our Enemies; through thy Name will 
we tread them under, that riſe up againſſ us. 
For I will not truſt in my Bow, neither ſhall 
any Sword [ave me. | 


HIS Pſalm was probably compoſed in the Time 
of ſome publick Invaſion, or great Oppreſſion 
of the Jeuiſh People, by ſome foreign Enemies. 
And it contains the moſt pathetick Supplication 

and Addreſs to Almighty God, for his Help, Aſſiſtance 
and Deliverance out of their preſent Diſtreftes, founded 
upon his gracious Protection of heir Fathers, and the Sal- 
vation he had wrought for them in the Times of old. 

The Remembrance of former Mercies vouchſafed to 
their Nation, adds Confidence to their Prayers; and raiſes 
their Hopes, that he will {till command Drliverauces for 
Jacob, and fave his own peculiar People; Eſpecially ſince 
they acknowledge him for their Sovereign and King, and 
diſclaim all other Confidence; wholly relying upon the 
Help of his Almighty Arm, and #ruſting neither in their 
Bow, nor their Sword, nor their Spear; but only in the 
Name of the Lord their God. For this is -the. manifeſt 
Import of the Words I have read: Thou art my King, O 
God; Command, &c. | 
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It is our great Happineſs, that in the midſt of our Pre- 
parations againſt the Enemy, who for ſome Years paſt has 
treated the Britz/h Nation with uncommon Inſolence, 
and has added Scorn and Deriſion to his Oppreſſion; we 
are now called upon by our moſt Gracious Sovereign, to 
Remember and Conſider from whom our chief Help muſt 
come : And that, though we are to prepare the Bow and 
make ready the Arrows, to whet the Sword and draw out 
the Spear ; yet after the Example of the People of God in 
my Text, we are not to Truſt either in the one or the 
other; but only in the Living God: who in Times paſt 
hath made bare his Arm for our Defence, and reſcued us, 
more than once, out of the Hands of this ſame inſolent 
Enemy. 


Which is the ſame Ground of Confidence to us, (that 


had been afforded to the People of the Fews, in the Palm . 


whence my Text is taken;) that God 20 hath hitherto 
faved and delivered us, will fill deliver us, and continue 
his Fayvur unto us. | 
And fince we have not yet been brought ſo low, as 
God's People had been, to be given like Sheep appointed for 
Meat, or to be ſcattered among the Heathen ; but in the 
midſt of the Scorn and Oppreflion of the Enemy, have 
found our God always ſo gracious, as to cover us under 
the Shadow of his Almighty Vings: The greater Reaſon 
have we to acknowledge his diſtinguiſhing Mercies with 
all due Thankfulneſs; the greater Encouragement till to 
place our Truſt and Confidence in him. | | 
For we muſt not forget, that we are to attribute none 
of our Deliverances to ourſelves, or our own Deſerts ; ha- 
ving no Reaſon at all to think ourſelves better, or holier, 
or more entitled to Favour, than thoſe whom God was 
pleaſed, as it were, to cf? , and to leave to the Mercy 
of their Enemies. hf | | 
For if we know ourſelves at all, we muſt know, that 
our Provocations have been great and many ; and that we 
'* Verſe 11, * have 
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have conſequently deſerved the Fierceneſs of God's Indig- 


nation: And therefore we can reſolve the favourable Kind- 


neſs hitherto ſhewn us, and God's gracious Forbearance of 
us, under our repeated Provocations, into no other Cauſe, 
but his own infinite and undeſerved Goodneſs and Mercy: 
We muſt be forced to own, that God hath lifted up his 
Arm to reſcue and deliver us, for no other Reaſon but be- 
cauſe he had a Favour unt us. 

And theſe Conſiderations will, I make no doubt, be an 
Inducement to us all, to unite in acknowledging God's 
gracious Providence over us; and from a Senſe of his paſt 
Mercies, committing the great National Cauſe, that 
brings us at this Time to this holy Place, to his Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs: And though we have recourſe to the Bow 
and to the Sword, yet by no means relying on the Arm of 
Fleſh; and no otherwiſe truſting in any Thing that we 
can ourſelves do for our Safety, than as the ſecondary and 
human Means, required for our Deliverance from human 
Evils, under the Direction of a ſuperior Power, who is 
mighty to ſave. And therefore flying unto God, for his 
Protection and Bleſſing, upon our own, otherwiſe weak 
and impotent Endeavours: With devout Ackowledg- 
ments of his Sovereignty and Dominion over us; and 
ſincere Vows of all holy Obedience unto him, as our Lord 
and King, and the mighty Deliverer of his People. Thor 
art my King, O God; Command, &c. 

From which Words as they are, I think, fairly appli- 
cable to the Occaſion of this Day's Solemnity ; I ſhall beg 
leave to diſcourſe on the following Particulars, 


I. The Inſufficiency of all human Means in themſelves, 
to procure a Deliverance from any temporal Danger or 
Evil, with which we may be threatned; and particularly 
the Weakneſs of the Sword, or the Bow, to obtain the 
Victory over our Enemies: Which is the Ground of the 
Pſalmiſt's Profeſſion, in the Name of the People of God; 
T will not truſt in my Bow, neither ſhall my Sword ſave me. 
And therefore, II. The 
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II. The Neceſſity of ſome further and better Help, and 
that is of God's gracious Interpoſition and Aſſiſtance, to 
avert the Evils we at any Time Fear ; and particularly to 
fave us from the Hands of our Enemies, and to bring them 
under, that riſe up againſt us: And withal the abundant 
Sufficiency of his Help to anſwer this End, if we may be 
ſo happy as to obtain it. Which is what the Pſalmiſt ac- 
knowledges in thoſe Words, Through Thee will wwe puſh 
down our Enemies; through thy Name will we tread them 
under that riſe up againſt us. May we but be favoured 
with the Help of the Almighty, there is no doubt, but 
our Enemies will fall down at our Feet; the Sword and 
the Bow, when guided by his unerring Hand, ſhall not re- 
turn empty; our Enemies will be put to flight. This I know, 
if God be on our Side, * 


III. The proper Means to be uſed, in order to obtain 
the Favour and Help of God, which we ſtand in ſo much 
Need of, in every Controverſy and dangerous Circumſtance 
of our Condition in the World ; eſpecially for Succeſs 
againſt our Enemies. And theſe, as is intimated in my 
Text, are the fervent Supplications of his People, accom- 
panied with our own beſt Endeavours: Not vainly ruſt- 
ing, however Uſing as well the Sword, as the Bow, And 
therefore the Pſalmiſt applies himſelf to Almighty God, 
for Safety and Protection: Thou art my King, O God; 
command Deliverances for Jacob. For I will not truſt 
in my Bow, neither ſhall my Sword ſave me: This ſuppoſes 
a vigorous Uſe both of the one, and the other. 


IV. The Conditions, on which any Supplicants may 
hope for the Protection and Aſſiſtance of God, in any cala- 
mitous Circumſtances in which they may be involved; 
particularly in going to War againſt their Enemies, = 

| theſe, 
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theſe, as we may conclude from the whole Purport of 
the Pſalm, whence my Text is taken, are; | 


1. A General Reformation, or the Righteouſneſs of 
the People who ſeek to God to intereſt himſelf in their 
Behalf. 

2. The Juſtice and Righteouſneſs of the Cauſe, which 
they undertake in God's Name. 

3. A ſincere Truſt, and hearty Reliance on his Power, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, For in vain would they expect 
that God ſhould command Deliverances for Facob ; unleſs 
they acknowledge him to be their King, by acting as be- 
comes his obedient Subjects. And it were but an Affront, 
to call upon him for Succour in any Cauſe, that for it's 
Injuſtice muſt be condemned, by his Righteouſneſs and. 
Holineſs. As it muſt be a Mockery to profeſs their Hopes, 
of overthrowing their Enemies through his Name, or that 
their Help cometh from the Lord; if they do not diſclaim 
all Confidence in heir Sword or their Bow, And, 


I. The firſt Thing ſuggeſted in my Text, very proper 
for our preſent Meditations, is the utter Inſufficiency of 
all human Means in themſelves, to procure a Deliverance 
from any temporal Danger or Evil with which we may be 
threatned; and particularly, the Weakneſs of the Sword 
or the Bow to obtain the Victory over our Enemies: Which 
is the Ground of the Pſalmiſt's Profeſſion, in the Name 
of the People of God; Iwill not truft in my Bow, net- 
ther ſhall my Sword fave me. Whence follows, 


II. The Neceſſity of ſome further and better Help, and 
that is of God's gracious Interpoſition and Aſſiſtance, to 
avert the Evils we at any time Fear; and particularly to 
fave us from the Hands of our Enemies, and to bring 
them under that riſe up againſt us: And withal the abun- 
dant Suthciency of his Help to anſwer this End, if we may 

| | ** 
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Now This is what has always been acknowledged, not 
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bo ſo happy as to obtain it. Which is what the Pſalmiſt 
acknowledges in thoſe Words, Through Thee will we puſh 
down our Enemies, through thy Name will we tread them 
under, that riſe up againſt us. | 

And theſe Two Particulars I chooſe to conſider toge- 
ther, becauſe indeed they cannot very well be ſeparated; 
the Weakneſs of all human Means and Helps in the Day 
of Diſtreſs and Fear, naturally inferring the Neceſſi- 
ty of the Divine Favour, Aid and Aſſiſtance; and teach- 
ing us to lift up our Hands and Hearts to God for the ſame; 
becauſe we are ſure that under his Shadow we ſhall be 


only by the People of God in all Ages of the World; but by 
all others, who have any Senſe of an over-ruling Providence, 
and of God's Interpoſition in all human Affairs. And it may 


be ſeen, and muſt be owned, by all who ſhall obſerve; how * 


frequently the Cauſe fails of producing its natural, and or- 


dinary and common Effects; and the Means do not An- 


{wer the End that is expected, and is uſually produced by 
them: And on the contrary, how often much greater 


Effects are produced, than can ordinarily flow from the 
Cauſe, which is ſuppoſed to produce them. As when. 


great Things are brought to paſs, by weak and trivial 


Means; and as St. Paul ſpeaks, * When God chooſes the 
fooliſh Things of the World to confound the wiſe, and the 


weak Things of the World, to confound. the Things which are 


mighty ; and baſe Things of the World, and Things which 
are deſpiſed, yea and Things which are not, to bring to 


nought Things that are. 

In all which Caſes God is pleaſed to ſhew, that all hu- 
man Means and ſecond Cauſes are at his Diſpoſal, and 
controuled by him at his Pleaſure; that no Fleſh may glory 
in his Preſence ; and that we may all know, that his 15 
thy Hand ; and that thou, Lord, haſt done it. 

| I do 
® Cor. i. 27, 29. 
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I do not ſay, that human Means are not to be uſed ; or 
when uſed, that they are not uſeful to bring about any 
End or Deliverance we propoſe or ſeek : (For therefore 
has the God of Nature appointed them, and every Cauſe 
in its due Situation commonly produces its proper Effect; ) 
but only, that they are not of themſelves ſufficient for the 
Purpoſes deſign d. Foraſmuch as God is pleaſed ſome- 
times to ſuſpend the Powers of natural Cauſes, and to take 
off or weaken the Force and Virtue thereunto annex'd, in 
a Way unknown to us; and to croſs the uſual Courſe of 
Things ; that we may not depend upon our own Strength, 
that we may not reſt upon Second Cauſes, but look up to 
him for the Bleſſing, 

If therefore we apprehend any Danger, if any Evil 
ſeems to threaten us; tho it be reaſonable and neceſſary to 
take all prudent Precautions, and diligently to uſe all ſuch 
Human Means, as the Providence of God has put into 
our Hands, to ward off and to break the Force of the 
Blow); or to Humble the Oppreſſor: Let us however uſe 
them only as Secondary Helps ; Let not our principal or 
whole Dependance be on theſe, but on Him that is rhe 
Rock of our Salvation; and the Defence, and Saviour of 
them which put their Truſt in him. | 

Particularly now that we are afſembled before God, to 
implore his Aid and Bleſſing upon the Arms of his Ma- 
jeſty, in the Juſt and Neceſſary War in which we are en- 
gaged; Let us remember the Deſign of the preſent Solem- 
nity, which indeed ſufficiently beſpeaks itſelf, and is prin- 
cipally to put us in mind, that the Lord ſaveth not with 
Sword and Spear; and therefore ſince they are not to be 
truſted in, we are come up to his Holy Place, to commit 
our Cauſe into his Hands: Knowing, how neceſſary his 
Concurrence 1s to give Life and Succeſs to our Preparations; 
and how inſufficient our greateſt Strength will be for our 
Security, if we do not go forth in the Name of the Lord of 
Hes. And in ſhort, that how neceſſary ſoever it may be 

| B to 
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to take hold of the Shield and Buckler, yet our greateſt 
Hope is in the Help of the Almighty ; and when we have 
prepared the Horſe againſt the Day of Battel, ſtill our Safe- 
ty is of the Lord. 
Under this Perſuaſion we all along find, that the pious 
Kings of Jrael and Judah were never diſmayed, at the 
Number or Power of their Enemies; nor backward to en- 
gage with Multitudes, like the Sand that is upon the Sea- 
ſhore, tho' they were themſelves, as the inſpired Hiſtorian 
ſpeaks,+ but ke two little Flocks of Kids before them; 
when God had declared that He would fight for them. The 
Sword and the Bow became uſeleſs and inſignificant; /e 
Enemies Arrows could not make them flee; their Darts 
were counted as Stubble, and as Job ſpeaks of the Levia- 
than, They laughed at the ſhaking of the Spear; the mightieſt 
Armies fled before them. | 
Thus the Midianites and the Amealekites, and all the 
Children of the Eaſt, that overſpread the Valley like Graj- 
hoppers for Multitude, were diſcomfited betore Gideon and a 
Handful of Men, Judg. vii. | In like manner were the 
Philiftines overthrown in the Days of Saul, 1 Sam xiv. . 
Not by any Strength, which the Men of Mael could op- 
poſe to the Multitudes which came out againſt them ; not 
by Dint of their own Swords, . or any greater- Skill in the 
Uſe of their Arms, than their Enemies were Maſters of; 
but by tbe Sword of the Lord, and the favourable Interpo- 
ſition of the Almighty God of Facob.——— Who no leſs fa- 
vourably, I had almoſt faid miraculouſly, interpoſed to 
fave his People, in the Overthrow and Diſcomfiture of 
Benhadad King of Syria's great Army by a very ſmall Com- 
pany, 1 Kings xx... And again, in the Rout of the 
Army of the Aſſyrians, after Judith had cut off Holgfer- 
nes's Head, Judith xiii, ** 
And 


* Prov. xxi. 31. + 1 King. xx. 27, | Verſes 12, 21, 22, 
t Verſes 15, 20. Ver. 20, 27, 29, *#* Ver, 8, and ch. xv. 5. 
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Aud what ſhall T ſay more? For the Time would fail me 
to tell of Barak, and of Samſon, and of Fephtha, and 
of David, and many others ; who through Faith, and a 
firm Reliance on God's gracious Interpoſition and Aſſiſt- 
ance, boldly attack d unequal Force, and bravely conquer- 
ed with the weaker Strength ; ſudued Kingdoms 
eſcaped the Edge of the Sword, out of Weakneſs were. made 
ſtrong, waxed valiant in Fight, turned to flight the Armies 
of the Aliens. 

How great were the Deliverances-God wrought for his 
People, in the Times of Aſa, Febuſbaphat and Hezekiah, 
Kings of Fudab; againſt the united Strength of the Lu- 
bims and Ethiopians, of the Syrians and Ammonites, || of 
the Moabites and Afyrians ! F Mighty things were brought 
to paſs by weak and trivial Means: A little and even con- 
temptible Force many times prevailed, over the greateſt 
Power and Strength : The Event and Succeſs of Things, 
did not anſwer the Probability of Second Cauſes : The 
Race was not to the Swift, nom the Battel to the Strong: 
The Victory did not fall, on the more likely and ſtronger 
Side: And they that preſumed moſt upon their Numbers 
and Strength, were forced to acknowledge themſelves an 
unequal Match, for the ſmalleſt Company who had God 
for their Help. Who, in theſe and many other Inſtan- 
ces that abound in Scripture, teacheth us, as the Pfalmiſt 
expreſsly declares, Pal. xxxiii. 16. that there is no King 
ſaved by the Multitude of an Hoſt, and that the mighty Man 
is not delivered by much Strength. Whence we cannot 
but acknowledge the Wiſdom, as well as the Piety of King 
Ajſa's Prayer, when going to fight againſt the Ethiopians, 
2 Chron. xiv. 11. Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, 
whether with many, or with them that have no Power : 
Help us, O Lord our God, for we reſt on thee, and in thy 
Name we go againſt this Multitude: O Lord, thou art our 
God, let not Man prevail againſt thee. 

B 2- 


Encou- 


* Hebr. xi. 32, 33, 34 *Þ 2 Chron. xvi. 8. | 2 Chron. xx. 22. 
t 2 King. x x. 35. . 
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Encouraged by theſe Examples, let us alſo go our to 
Battel, in the Strength of the Lord God; and reſt on his 
Help: And after the Pattern ſet us by good King Aja, let 
us put up our fervent Prayers unto the Lord of Hoſts; that 
he would pleaſe to go forth with our Fleets, and our Ar- 
mies, to fave and to defend, to protect and proſper, and 
crown them with Victory and Succeſs; in order by theſe 
Means to bleſs at laſt his People with Peace. 

And this brings me to the Third Head of this Diſcourſe 
at firſt propoſed, 'v:z. r 


III. The proper Means to be uſed, in order to obtain 
the Favour and Help of God, which we ſtand in ſo much 
Need of, in every Controverſy and dangerous Circum- 
ſtance of our Condition in the World; particularly for 
Succeſs againſt our Enemies. And theſe, as is intimated 
in my Text, are the fervent Supplications of his People, 
accompanied with our own beſt Endeavours : not vainly 
truſting, however uſing as well the Sword as the Bow. 
And therefore the Pſalmiſt applies himſelf to Almighty 
God, for Safety and Protection; Thou art my King, O 
God; command Deliverances for Jacob. J will not 
truſt in my Bow, neither ſhall my Sword ſave me. 

Now Prayer, you know, .is the common and ordin 
Means, always required to procure any Bleſſing from the 
Hand of God. It is by this that we own, and acknow- 
ledge his Sovereignty and Dominion over us: It is by this 
that we own, and acknowledge our Want of his Aſſiſt- 
ance, and our own Incapacity and Inſufficiency to under- 

- take or to execute any Deſign, without his Concurrence 
and Bleſſing. This is the juſt Tribute we owe him, and 
which he claims at our Hands, as our Sovereign Lord and 
King; that ſhews our Dependance upon his wiſe and gra- 
cious Providence, and is therefore a Motive to him to 

tand up for our Defence, 
2 | But 
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But becauſe he uſually ſaves by the Uſe of Means; be- 
cauſe the Providence of God does not work Miracles, but 
when they are neceſſary, and the Deliverance cannot be 
brought about any other Way; we muſt not ſtand ill 
with our Hands folded before us, in the lazy Poſture of 
Negligence and Sloth : But after we have lifted up our 
Hands and Eyes to Heaven, from whence cometh our Help; 
we mult lay hold of the Shield and Spear, and diligently 
ply the Means of Defence, and * a skilful Uſe of 
the Weapons, prepared for our Encounter with the Ene- 
my. By theſe it is that God will fave us, by theſe that 
he will cover our Heads in the Day of Battel and War. 

By our Religion we are indeed inſtructed, that they 
are not ſufficient, without farther Help; but natural 
Reaſon teaches us, that they are neceſſary Means of 
Deliverance ; and therefore muſt not be neglected. The 
Uſe therefore of Fleets and Armies is not blamed; but 
only that vain Confidence in them, that ſhuts God out of 
our Counſels: Which forgets, that he governs the World; 
and that there is an inviſible Hand, which guides and con- 
ducts, and points out the Way, and covers the Head of 
thoſe who fight our Battels: A ſkilful, and watchful, 
and careful Pilot, who takes charge of the Ship; and 
ſits at the Helm, and ſteers and directs it, and keeps it 
clear of the Shoals, and Sands and Rocks ; at whoſe Com- 
mand the Winds ceaſe, the Waves ſubſide, and the Seas are 
calm and fill. 

In theſe Circumſtances our Situation ſhews the Danger 
we mult be in, without ſome powerful Guide: And ſhall 
we not then make the wiſeſt and beſt Proviſion we poſſi- 
bly can, for our Security and Safety? Now ſure, if ever, we 
muſt ſee the Neceſſity of Wiſdom, and Power, and 
Goodneſs, to lead and direct us in our Courſe. But who 
ſo wiſe and powerful, as he hat fitteth in the Heavens, 
and ſurveys all created Nature at one View? Who ſo good 
and gracious, as he that created all Things out 2 

thing; 
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thing; and bears the Affection of a Father to all the Inha- 
bitants of the Earth? And what Method ſo proper to 
obtain his Favour and Regard, as the devout Application 
to his Throne? And indeed how can we otherwiſe expect 
it? 

For it ſeems to be the natural Voice of every Man un- 
der Fear or Diſtreſs, to call upon his God; as the Mariners did 
in the Storm, Jonab i. 5, 6. How much more then does 
it become us, who profeſs the Belief of God's Providence; 
who have learned Chriſt and his Religion; and who 
would be thought to retain the higheſt Senſe of God's So- 
vereign Dominion over us; to commit ourſelves and our 
Cauſe to his gracious Protection, and to implore his Aſſiſt- 
ance and Bleſſing? Should we be wanting in this reaſon- 
able Duty, even Heathen Nations muſt reproach us: For, 


as J juſt now ſaid of the Heathen Mariners, there were 


few but applied themſelves to their Gods, in their Diſtreſs 
and in all difficult Undertakings; particularly before they 
went out to War, 

This was the Meaning and Intention of their Sacrifices, 
among the Romans and other Heathen Nations: For as 
they acknowledged a God of War, they had alſo Prieſts to 
prepare and offer Sacrifices to him, and the reſt of their 
Gods. The Romans particularly had their Fæcials, Prieſts 
whoſe Office and Bufineſs it was, in the firſt Place, to 
diſſuade the State from entering into any unjuſt War; 
(for in ſuch a Caſe they could not expect the Favour of 
the Gods) and when a War was juſt, to denounce and pro- 
claim it in a ſolemn Manner: and to offer proper Sacri- 
fices, to avert the Wrath, and procure the B avour of the 
Gods. 

The Greeks in like manner were equally cautious, and 
devout in their Peparations for War; firſt conſidering and 
examining not only the Convenience, but the Juſtice of 
it, before they undertook it: And when it was reſolved 
on, they never failed facrificing to their Gods; the Pro- 

: phets 
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phets and Diviners were conſulted ; all the old Oracles and 
Prophecies concerning the City ſearch'd into, and the Sa- 
crifices repeated, and Victims killed, before they engaged 
in any Battel : Beſides their Vows of ſome Oblation or 
other, to be devoted to facred Uſes, in cafe of Succeſs ; 
nay, and if they were to croſs but a River, they would be 
ſure firſt to offer up a Sacrifice by it; no paſſing without 
a Prayer. 

Now what were all theſe Ceremonies, and Sacrifices, 
and Vows, but an Acknowledgment of a ſuperior Power ; 
and of the Weakneſs and Inſufficiency of all — Prepa- 
rations and Weapons, to ſubdue their Enemies, without 
Succour from Above; and the ready Method taught by 
Natural Religion, however diſguiſed and corrupted by Su- 
perſtition, to obtain the Favour and Bleſſing and Help of 
Almighty God? 

Now what Nature taught the Heathens, we are more 
particularly and fully inſtructed in, by Revelation: 
Whence we learn, that God is our Hope and Strength; who 
teacheth our Hands to War, and our Fingers to Fight ; and 
that if we expect to be Delivered by him, we muſt pay 
our Vows unto the moſt High, and call upon him in the Day 
of Trouble, Pal. I. 14, 15. And then we are expreſsly aſ- 
ſured of being heard: For the Lord is nigh unto all them 
that call upon him, to all that call upon him in Truth : He 
will fulfil the Deſire of them that fear bim; he alſo will hear 
their Cry, and will ſave them. 

Happy is that People that is in ſuch a Caſe; yea, happy is 
that People, whoſe God is the Lord. It is be that giveth Vi- 
ctory and Salvation unto Kings, who delivereth Davip bis 
Servant from the Peril of the Sword, + He need but peak, 
and it ſhall he done; let him command Deliverance, and it 
ſhall be effected: For all Nature is under his Direction; 
Fire and Hail, Snow and Vapours, Wind and Storms are 
always ready to fulfil his Word. || But then there are 

. Con 


*. Pal. cxlv, 18, 19. Þ+ Pal. cxliv. 10, 15. | Pal. cxlviii. 8. 
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TV. Conditions to be performed by thoſe that can have 
any juſt Grounds to hope for the Protection and Aſſiſtance 
of God, in any calamitous Circumſtances in which they 
may be involved ; particularly in going to War againſt their 
Enemies. And theſe, as we may conclude, from the whole 
Purport of the Pſalm whence my Text is taken, are 


1. A general Reformation, or the Righteouſneſs of the 


People, who ſeek to God to intereſt himſelf in their Behalf. 
2. The Juſtice and Righteouſneſs of the Cauſe, which 
they undertake in God's Name. 
3. A ſincere Truſt and hearty Reliance on his Power, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs. 


For in vain would they expect, that God ſhould com- 
mand Deliverances for Facob, unleſs they acknowledge 


him to be their King, by acting as becomes his obedient - 


Subjects. And it were but an Affront to call upon him 
for Succour in any Cauſe, that for it's Injuſtice muſt be 


condemned by his Righteouſneſs and Holineſs. As it muſt 


be a Mockery, to profeſs their Hopes of overthrowing their 
Enemies through his Name; if they do not diſclaim all 
Confidence in their Sword, or their Bow. 

Now there cannot, I think, want many Arguments to 
prove the Neceſſity of each of theſe Conditions, to qualify 
us for the Aid, and Succour, and Protection of ſo holy, 
and juſt, and powerful a Being. For, 

1. As to a general Reformation and Repentance, we 
cannot well hope that God ſhould befriend us; unleſs we 
endeavour to become like him, and behave ourſelves as 
thoſe, whoſe Dependence is upon him. As long as we 
continue in a State of Sin and Impenitence, we are Ene- 
mies to God, and Rebels againſt his Authority : And we 
need not go to Revelation to know, becauſe Reaſon will 
teach us, that God muſt hate his Enemies; and, conſe- 
quently refuſe to deliver them in their Diſtreſs; and as the 
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worſt Judgment that can happen to them, leave them to 
fall into the Hand of Man.“ 

And indeed it would be a Reflection upon his Holineſs, 
were he to act otherwiſe ; as it would give a Sort of Coun- 
tenance, and Encouragement to Sin, For tho' it be very 
well conſiſtent with God's Holineſs, to ſuffer Individuals 
to thrive and proſper in this World; becauſe of that future 
Reckoning, that he will make with every one of us in the 
next: Yet the Caſe ſeems to be quite different, as to Na- 
tions, and States, and Societies of Men; becauſe theſe will 
all ceaſe and be no more, when this Life is ended: And 
therefore their Rewards or Puniſhments may, as God ſhall 
think fit, be very wiſely dealt out in this World. And it 
has been obſerved, that they are accordingly ſuited for the 
moſt part, to the Prevalence of publick Virtues, or Vices.|| 

And if at any Time it be obſerved, that God forbears a 
very wicked People, or bleſſes them with Succeſs in their 
Enterprizes above Expectation ; we may be ſure it is owing, 
next to the Kindneſs and Benevolence of his Nature, to 
the Piety, and the Prayers, and Interceſſions of the righte- 
ous and good Men, that are amongſt them. And there- 
fore the beſt Way to ſecure his Favour, the only ſure Way 
to avert his Judgments, is to turn every one of us from our 
evil Ways; and with all Humility and Sincerity of Repen- 
tance, tojoin ourſelves to the Number of thoſe, that have 
all along feared the Lord, and thought upon his Name. 

This you know was the Method, taken by the King of 
Nineveh and his People, to eſcape the Deſtruction denoun- 
ced againſt them, by the Prophet Fonah; Let Man and 
Beaſt be covered with Sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God; 
yea let them turn every one from his evil Way, and from the 
Violence that is in their Hands, Jonah iii. 8. And this Hu- 
miliation of theirs had it's deſired Effect, for God 7 
C 0 


* 2 Sam. xxiv. 14, || Hence the Poet could obſerve of Heathen Rome, 
| Dijs Te Minorem quod geris, Imperas, 
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of the Evil, that he had ſaid that he would do unto them, 
and he did it not. Verſe 10. 

Now the ſame Method, that was uſed by the Ninevites to 
prevent their Deſtruction, our Religion teaches us allo to 
uſe, in all like Caſes ; where we are apprehenſive of the 
Wrath of God gone out againſt us. And therefore if we 
hope, that God ſhould undertake our Quarrel ; or deliver 
us from the Dangers which naturally attend a State of 
War : If we expect God ſhould remove far from us the 
Judgments, which our many and crying Sins have moſt 
juſtly called for, and which his great Mercy and Goodneſs 
only hath hitherto with-held: If we would not become a 
Prey to them that hate us: If we are not willing, that new 
Lords ſhould have Dominion over us: If we would not be 
ſubject to the Tyranny and Oppreſſion of thoſe, whom 
the Br:ti/h Nation was always uſed to have in Contempt: 
If we hope to eſcape theſe Evils, ( and Evils they are, great 
and ſore, and ſuch as might very juſtly be feared, if the 
Power of the Enemy were any Ways equal, to their Pride 
and malicious Purpoſes againſt us, abundantly witneſſed by 
a Courſe of many Years Inſolence and Depredations: ) 1 
fay, if we hope to eſcape theſe Evils; the great Work we 
have to do is, to humble ourſelves before the Throne of God, 
and to caſt away from us all our Tranſereſſions, whereby xe 
have tranſgreſſed; that Iniquity may not be our Ruin. 

If we are wanting in this great Duty, te Men of Ni- 
neveh will riſe up in Fudgment with this Generation, and 
will condemn us; becauſe they repented at the preaching of 
Jonas: * And behold we have heard from a greater than 
Jonas, that except we repent, awe ſhall all lileriſe periſh ; 4 
that there can be no Hopes, that God ſhould intereſt him- 
ſelf in our Controverſy with other Nations, or plead our 
Cauſe with them that ſlrive to lord it over us; unleſs we 
demean ourſelves as his faithful Subjects, and as I aid, 
acknowledge him to be our King. 


Ve 
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We can expect his Help upon no other Terms, than 
thoſe of Duty and Obedience: Without this Condition, be 
we never ſo forward to ſpread forth our Hands, God will hide 
his Eyes from us; yea let us make never ſo many Prayers, he 
207 l not hear; as he told the Jews, Iſa. i. 15. And there- 
fore let us advert to that ſeaſonable Exhortation following 
at Verſe 16. Waſh ye, make ye clean, put away the Evil 
of your doings from before mine Eyes ; ceaſe to do Evil, learn 
70 do cell. This is the only Way, to make God riſe up for 
our Defence and Shield; to induce him to go forth with our 
Armies, and to fight our Battels, 

This was the Condition, on which God was pleaſed all 
along to undertake the Defence and Protection of the Peo- 
ple of 1/rael: And therefore Moſes gives them a particular 
Caution to reform every Thing amiſs, when they were 
preparing themſelves for War, Deut. xxiii. 9. When the 
Hoſt goeth forth againſt thine Enemies, then keep thee from 
every wicked Thing. And ſhall we expect that God ſhould 
Favour us, upon any other Terms than thoſe required of 
his own People? Or indeed any other, than fuch as may 
vindicate his Name, from being blaſphemed ? For which 
End therefore it is a Part of our Righteouſneſs, and a fur- 
ther Condition of obtaining Help and Succour from God, 

2. That our Cauſe be alſo juſt; and that to the Righte- 
ouſneſs of our Perſons we alſo add, the Righteouſneſs of 
our Cauſe, For War is an Appeal to God, for the Deci- 
ſion of Controverſies, that cannot otherwiſe be determi- 
ned, between one State or Nation and another. Now if 
we believe that God is righteous and juſt, it is very plain, 
that we muſt not hope for his Help, or even Countenance; 
in any unrighteous or unjuſt Cauſe.” And tho' we cannot 
be ſure, that a juſt Cauſe muſt always and of Neceſſity 
meet with Succeſs, and Bleſſing at the Hands of God; be- 
cauſe he may be provoked, by the Sins of the People, to 
deliver them up into the Hands of their Enemies; and be- 
cauſe he never wants Ways or Means to juſtify a righteous 

C 2 Caute, 
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Cauſe, tho he ſhould not proſper it © juſt at this or that 
“ particular Time, or in the Hands of this or that parti- 
* cular People: Yet there can be no Manner of Grounds, 
for Men to apply themſelves to God, for his Bleſſing and 
Aid; nay it would be an Affront to aſk it, when they are 
conſcious, that their Cauſe for it's Injuſtice muſt be con- 
demned, at his righteous Tribunal. 

But, bleſſed be God, this is not the Caſe with us at pre- 
ſent; becauſe the Cauſe in which we are engaged, is ac- 
knowledged to be juſt, even our Enemies themſelves being 
Judges. For we know, that one great Matter of Contro- 
verſy has been already heard, at their own Tribunals, and 
the Complaint of our Merchants allowed to be juſt; or clic 
they would not have agreed to make Satisfaction. 

And as to our other National Rights, which they are 
pleaſed to diſpute and call in queſtion ; it is of no ſmall Ad- 
vantage to us, in the Opinion of all impartial Judges, that 
they are Rights which never were diſputed till of late; and 
which no Free People, back'd with Power, and Wealth, 
and juſt Poſſeſſion, will ever ſuffer to be invaded, Great 
Things have already been facrificed to Peace; the Affronts 
put upon a Sovereign Prince, and the repeated Injuries done 
to the Trade and Commerce of a powerful Nation, were fo 
far overlook'd, as to ſeek Redreſs only in a friendly and hu- 
man Way. And now, when Neceſſity has forced the Fa- 
ther of our Country to draw the Sword; he will be juſtified 
to all the Nations of the World for taking Arms, to Pro- 
tect the Trade of his Subjects, and to Aſſert and Vindicate 
his own, and the Rights of his People, and the Freedom 
of our Commerce and Navigation. 

Theſe are the Great Things, that at preſent lie at Stake; 
in the Maintenance whereof we are every one of us more 
or leſs concerned; which our Sovereign has Recourſe to the 
Sword to defend; which we are at this Time met together 
to beg of God to preſerve to us; and which we ſubmit to 
the Deciſion of his righteous Tribunal. Nor ſhould we 
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dare to appeal to God, for his gracious Interpoſition; but 
that we know, that our Cauſe is juſt; and that the Rights 
we ate preparing to aſſert and defend, are ſtrengthned and 
confirmed to us, one would think beyond all Diſpute, 
both by the Law of Nations and by Treaty: And I know 
of no other Way to confirm any National Right; unleſs it 
be that of Power. And tho' I preſume we ſhall not be 
found wanting in That; yet ſince we have made our Ap- 
peal to God, we are willing to abide by that, which we 
truſt he will be ready to patronize ; and which will abide 
a Hearing and Trial at his juſt Tribunal. 

And ſuch no doubt is the Freedom of Navigation, on 
the high Seas; which being the great Boundaries of Na- 
tions and Kingdoms, may ſurely be travelled without Mo- 
leſtation of any Power on Earth; eſpecially by ſuch as 
paſs from one Part of their own Empire to another: Which 
is our Caſe. And every impartial By-Stander muſt ſurely 
think it, an inſufferable Arrogance, in any Power no 
ſtronger than that of Spazn, to aſſume or claim the Domi- 
nion of the Seas; which God has never yet given them, 
and which has never yet been veſted in them : Eſpecially 
in Prejudice of the Natural, National Rights, allowed and 
acknowledged by divers Treaties ſubſiſting between us, 


however ſhameleſly broken on their Part. 


It is needleſs, and indeed beyond my Province, to purſue 
this Matter any further: My Deſign being only to ob- 


ſerve, that the National Cauſe, which is referred to the 
Deciſion of God and the Sword, being perfectly juſt ; is 
ſuch as may give us reaſonable Grounds of Hope for God's 
favourable Aſſiſtance and Bleſſing. But then, 


3. It is further required of us, as the third Condition of 
obtaining the Divine Help, and Succour againſt our Ene- 
mies; that we put our ſincere Truſt, and repoſe our whole 
Confidence in the Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God; 
not indeed without Recourſe to, but however without any 
Dependance upon, human Strength, 43 

n 


22 A Faſt-Sermon preach'd at 


And this is what God has always required, throughout 
the Scriptures, of all who come to him to engage him in 
their Quarrels ; and commit their Cauſe into his Hands. 
And it is what, all religious Kings and States, have ac- 
cordingly as conſtantly profeſſed : That ſo God alone 
might have the Glory, of their Protection and Deliverance. 

And certainly when infinite Power, and Wiſdom, and 
Goodneſs undertake, there can be no Need of the weak 
Help of Man; and to rely upon the Arm of Fleſh is to ſet 
up a Rival againſt him, who will not divide his Glory with 
any other. To diſtruſt him is to affront him : There. is 
nothing too difficult for him, and therefore as Jonathan 
faid to his Armour-Bearer, 1. Sam. xiv. 6. There is no Re- 

ftraint to the Lord, to ſave by many or by few. 

Accordingly he has been pleaſed, many times to fave and 
deliver thoſe that fled to him for Succour, and put their truft 
in his Help; by very weak, and unlikely, and contempti- 
ble Means; the better to make his Power known, and that 
the Enemies of him and his People might fee, and ac- 
knowledge him to be the Lord, and that he ruleth over all 
the Kingdoms of the World, and grveth them to whomſoever 
he will, | 

So that zf the Lord be on our Side, we need not fear what 
Man can do unto us. And when we hear, how faithful he 
has always been to his Word; how conſtantly he bath up- 
held, how ſtrenuouſly he hath defended, how graciouſly 
he hath preſerved and delivered, how miraculouſly he hath 
ſupported, all thoſe that put themſelves under his Protecti- 

on, and relied on him as their Strength and Stay: Parti- 
cularly how. gracioufly he watched over the People of a- 
el, from the Time of their Coming out of Egypt ; and 
protected them againſt the united Strength, and cunning 
Devices, and powerful Combinations of all their Enemies 
on every Side. And when we conſider, that he that was 
the God and Saviour of the Jews, is alſo the God of the Gen- 


tiles; * and that e. ſame Lord over all, is rich unto all 
* Rom, ili. 29, that 
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that call upon him: We have all imaginable Reaſon to re- 


poſe ourſelves on his Providence, and to put our Truſt un- 
der the Shadow of his Wings: For he is faithful and true, 
and the mighty Saviour of all that truſt in him. 

The only Danger we have to fear, is that which comes 
from ourſelves, from our own Sins and Unworthineſs; 
from our Ingratitude, and Unthankfulneſs, and Abuſe of 
the many Deliverances hitherto wrought for us. But if 
our Iniquities do not ſeparate between us and our God, if our 
Sins do not hide his Face from us; if we humble ourſelves 
after a godly Sort, and truly and piouſly anſwer the End of 
this Days ſolemn Appointment ; by a thorough and gene- 
ral Humiliation and fincere Repentance, teſtified by the 
genuine Fruits of it: Then I humbly hope there is no 
Danger, but God will be ready to hear us, and to help us; 
and that our Prayers, and Faſting, and Alms-giving (which 
are Duties that ought all to go together, at this Time eſpe- 
cially) will fight for us againſt our Enemies better than a 


mighty Shield and ftrong Spear. 


Let us therefore beware that we do not rely ſo much 
upon our own Strength, upon our Armies and upon our 
Fleets; as to forget, that the Succeſs of all theſe depends 
upon God's gracious Providence. For we may obſerve by 
ſeveral Examples in Holy Scripture, that God loves to hum- 
ble the Pride of thoſe, that preſume on their own Strength: 
To ſhew them, how weak and helpleſs they are without his 
Aid; and that they are then always neareſt to Deſtruction, 
when they vaunt themſelves in the Multitude of their Hoſts, 
and think themſelves too ſtrong to fear any Diſappoint- 
ment or Loſs. 

Let us therefore go forth in the Strength of the Lord our 
God, and we truſt we ſhall not be aſhamed : Let us depend 
on him, to give Succeſs to the Inſtruments of War, and 
the Weapons of our Defence; and then we need not be 
afraid: Let us turn unto the Lord our God, with all our 

| Heart, 

Rom. x. 12. + Eccluſ. xxix. 13. 


«ſhall do great As, far it is he that ſhall tread dbum our 
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Heart; and with Faſtiug, and with Weeplngy and tt 
Maurning : And let us cry nigbtily unto him, in the unde 
of 8etipture Penitents, and ſuy; Spare thy People, O Bord, 
and give not thine Heritage to reproach, that they which hats 
us:fbould be Lords over us.. 238 
And that our Prayers may be heard, let us all hence 
forth live like a People who are ſenſible, that all our Hopes 
of Succeſs, and Protection, and Happineſs muſt be from 
God; and that the only Way to procure theſe Bleſſin 
is ta forſake our Sins, and amend our Lives, wh 
Then may we. lift up our Heads with Confidence, and 
depend upon the Help of the Almighty/: Then /hallwe not 
be :afraid, though ten. thouſands of the People ſhould ſet 
themſelves againſt us round about. For the KING 
trafteth in the Lord, and thro the Mercy of the' moſt High 
be fhall not be moved. G O D ſhall defend both Him and, 
Us ander his Wings, and we ſhall be jaft under his Feathers; 
bis Farthfulneſs and Truth ſball be our Shield and Buckler. 
—O! How vain is the Help of Man! through G O D 


Enemies. | 
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